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THE CAS QUEST/O
NE thing is clear about the gas siti

\J of West Virginia must act togetl
I.. :t >l .. .1i

jpfffk 11 uicy we iv duvc ujc gas I

fe preserve the state from an industrial set

jjjpi it would not recover during the lifetime
doing business here,

jk j . That being true the action taken yeste:
tors of die Fairmont Chamber of Cotnm

(jv portant because it aims to crystalize pub
section of die state in favor of positive ac

- unnecessary delay.
It seems to this newspaper that at a

y: Virginia people are suffering the thing to
let dill corporations whose policies discrii
people of this state in favor of the peoj
defend themselves in the best way they c

The matter of government contracts is
a red herring drawn across the trail. T
as many government contracts dependent
completion in this state as there are in Pei
over if it becomes merely a question of th

§£ not compel die gas exporting companies t<
inating on the other side of the state line?
gas for die domestic consumer and the go
abroad too if all the available resources

,nies are brought into play.
. COAL AND TRANSPORT\

A S was to' have been expected the lettt
. /A. Wheelwriaht. of the Consolidatioi

wrote to the Governors, United
Representatives in Congress and Fuel

8gg| die states in which the Consolidation has
& ed considerable attention and will do mu

i' j '* trade* side of the fuel situation before I

ig government who are now struggling with
and fuel porblems and before the genera'

gffo* An idea'of just how badly Something
general attention to these things was need
an editorial in the Baltimore Sun which

p endorses all that Mr. Wheelwright said i

i.,:.' tlje transportation collapse has played
jumps to the conclusion that the shortagt
new and recent development. Says The 1

Where the blame for this situ:
one without full knowledge of tl

pTf. aay. It may lie with the railroads,
fcj:''' Fuel Administration, or with the

dads. If the railroads are car

(TV i classes of freight which yield then
fits In preference to coal; If, as Jut
charges, the element of self-Interes
road operators prevents efflclenc

.Wffta::- «...U i. enllsAeda T# »Via
WKBg* iautb JB niiu tuo iamvuuu. ** hUv

Gj& istratlon has diverted the coal fr<
gjt, to non-essential industries, tlie fat
§p. If the priority olliclals haev givei

l'®":-' sary commodities preference ovei

||s|£v the fault Is theirs. No one unacqi
%\' .the full facts can know. But oftlcl

l ! t°n cut know, and It should act

i^n^HRjThe probability Is that the ma;

|\RUFF STUFF l|,
Sill Waiting In Europe for the j' Kami's new fceace offer. .

[ AIM for his new offensive.

I Maybe they are one and the same 1
Prilling.MKfej see

afe.-; ; Sttrflag the biggest push of the war <

pay'be n^Teut idea of getting the
J ^ fjOJo QUI n& wa ucuwudo UJ vutiauuMi

i,?r Doe Gerfleld \ants the miners to
>ork through theMiqUdayB.
WUl Doe guarantee trf hare the cars

pn hand M the men work If
i* \

Dry forces in the Honse,yesterday
£ j; had just eight more votes than they
§£/;/ .needed.BEMf- . «

' » And the wets could not spring thet
S-L' good oldjOhto gag that the Hamilton 1

county voting machines made a mis- j
r,/ ghtke in the count.

How the Ohio drys will go at the Job
bt lining up their state on the side ot

::u : Well, llghtlees nights will savo some
fete and that will help.

jfer' And It will be more evidence that we ]fere willing to do eaythtng we are aeh- 1

in* Comaanr. ognized everywheretr"*t about two yean at
enough open top ou

ution Manager. trade if they bad be»
a^riSkbaent. ^ »»»imp

railroads had met th
led to the use for forts to give prefers
K*.*? Administration he.
lu wso inc iQrai

nation of ipeeiu | have displayed wit!
.: consumers engaged

artments reached .d studil
===== outstanding trouble
bert e. WARD, f._av«., Chicago. tore cofti mining car
" i> capable of doing

On* year JS.OO; For two years tl
> month. Me. mine mouths of allyear, 17.00; alx ,. .

t. 15c. Per copy districts of the coun

One month, 7lej been favored above'
the Baltimore & O

re old se well as but as a general pre
have been operated

west Virginia, aa brick, or steel bars
ii == . they should not hav

er calv a]| industrial activit
r to net The West by the lack of trans
e and a messenger will have to drive h
ice. There is no transportation.

. THER 18, 191T. ..

'

Mrs. robin
Red Cross
fitting local c

wide Red Cross M
made a few weeks
has been observed t

Bma as well as we did
members will be gr<
Pu Fairmont's show
is a splendid one, a

the large total is i
study of the detail
falling of accompli;

A'. to understand, but
wtion: the people in'the Reeling
ter and act vigor- pledges', occasion, f
orNlhemselves and interest in the Red
back from which 111 the groups and c

: of any one now peeted to do the mi
Every way the

rday by the direc- 8°°d and every one

lerce is highly im- Mrs. Robinson, th;
lie opinion in this 'ion committee, J. I
tion taken without ship Campaign cor

National headquar
time when West hustled for new mei

do is to act, and lated.
ninate against the
>le of other states Canadian electlu

an. triumph (or the U

nothing more than an<t which was on

here probably are other war pol
upon gas for their stratioo of the fai

nnsylvania. More- P°ae« the national
ese contracts, why P'aya a los'ng gam
J do their discrim-
There is enough* Secretary of Wt

ivemment contract to discuss the pur
of the big compa- be has set up in h

will take some of
they have held to

11 ION. their places. Ver.
it which President is a cha-ge, and th
l Coal company, over the details pr
States Senators, show more appreci
administrators of department has sta
mines has attract-
ch to get the coal More trouble tn
he official- of the time Rear Admiral
the transportation manager about a i

1 public. ot duty and returi
that would attract be complied wed is furnished by on^neer and vice
. while it heartily wm take the job
ibout the part that ship building is g
in the fuel crisis, but the record we
! of coal cars is a take out of us whi

Sun years have left us.
itlon lies no
le facts can
or with the The passage of

priority olft- ment resolution pi
rylng other tlon In the final phiUIHK5 pha«8 will be. By
it In the rail- must adopt it wit
y, then the without effect. Tt
Fuel Admin- .p ttte effort to g<
" S1,1!1 will be renewed w

, iar« nnrf,R- states which have
: coal, then policy. While the
tainted with attract any great t

accordingly: that it may develo,
lor cause of slnce the aettlemoi

td to do to help win the war.
V *

University of Pittsburgh has droppedBernstorff from the rolls.
*

Well, there is not much danger that
Pe will ever come back and apply for
admission.

There will be a lot of gentlemen on
the other side who used to get the
;lad hand over here who will not want
to come hack, and who would not be
:omfortab!e if they did, after the big
lolngs are over.

» .

I \Y7k~*. P- U G
»t nai a cupic i~/<xy

and Some SideRemarks
Herschel Hamilton, a ion ot Charles

Hamilton, who was hara a few days
laat week from HattUeburg, Htas.,
has been in the National Guard and
the regular army for two years now
and likes it very well. He remarked5

"I figure that I have learned a
lot more In the army than I did
at school. I estimate that I have

' gotten at least Jl.OOO worth of
education in tho time I have been
at it. Army life develops a man

physicallyand mentally.",
Mr. Hamilton la a good soldier and

In the two year* he has served there
Has nevar been a p)i iptjt feba.

commodities.
P

-:y:
be any worth while clearing 19 oft the
uliies of the coal industry tmtO it b reo
diet die car shortage has continued for
id diet most of the time there were
1 in the country to take care of die coal
nkept in that trade. There would hare ]
rovement in the present situation if the
e coal administration half way m its eficeto coal, and it may be that die Coal
not acted with the vigor that it should

j .. .V-g /...I » .
i ivgaiu iw wiiuu^ vu iuci supplies lO
in non-essential industries, but the long
sd neglect of the coal trade is the great
and a remedy must be found for it betstand on its own feet and show whatS^in the way of producing coal. >
tere has been a scarcity of cars at the
but a few of the important coal mining
try. In some few fields the mines have
the mine* of other fields, the mines alonghio in the Pittsburgh field for instance,
position the open top cars which should
steadily in the coal trade were carryingand billets and doing other things that
e been doing at a time when the basis of
y in the country was being demoralized
portation facilities. That is the thing we
ome before coal can get its rights from

o

RED CROSS DRIVE.
SON'S detailed report of the recent
membership campaign was an entirelyibservation of the opening of the nation
embership week. Fairmont's drive was
in advance of the general effort, and it
hat if every community in the land docs
the naitonal goal of ten million new

:atly exceeded.
ing of a gain of 14,400 new members
ind the favorable impression created by
increased rather than diminished by a
s of the report. Here and there is a
shment below the pledge which is hard
disappointment over this soon disapofgratification which the increases over

or almost invariably they indicate that
Cross and the work it is doing is keenest
irganizations where interest may be existgood.
campaign's results are viewed they are
who had a hand in the movement, from
e chairman of the Membership ExtenVI.Hartley, chairman of the Membernmittee,and Mr. Postlethwait, of the
ters, down to the boys and girls who
tnbers. deserves to be heartily congratuns

which were held yesterday were a
nlonlst party which la now in power
trial Tor Us support of conscription

leies. The result Is auother demon-
:t that the political party which op-
Interest when the country Is at war 1
-

O

ir Baker is reported to be unwilling
poses ot the new war council which
Is department, the creation of which
the bureau chiefs out of posts which
r many years and put new men in
r well, the main point is that there
e country will not quarrel very much
ovlding the new men in the old posts
ation of the size of the job the War
icked up against.

o

the ship buildjng corporation. This
Harris, who was appointed general

nonth ago, has asked to be relieved
aed to his old post, and his request
ith. Charles A. Fiez, a Chicago civil
president of the fleet corporation,

in which so many men have failed.
;oing on after a fashion, of course,
have made In this matter ought to

it conceit the events of the past few

o

the House of the Prohibition amenditsthe fight for nation wide prohlbltse,but no man can predict what that
the terms of the resolution the stateB
bin seven years or the resolution is
is first effect of that will be to speed
it the states to act and the old fight
'1th all the old time intensity in the
already adopted prohibition as a state

warlasts the mafter probably"Vill not
imount of popular Interest, but after
) into one of the most bitter struggles
it of the slavery question.

Editorial Comment
n 1 'i*11 » r n:

on Current Subjects
AWAY WITH PEANUT POLITICS.
From the Charleston Mall.

In an outburst of narrow partisan
zeal, The Gazette in an editorial entitled"Wanted.An Issue," endeavors

ak. T» - . a-- ~..a .*
«.U 1 cnu iuu xieyuuubuu yuiiy UUL UL
existence and to Impute any criticism
it might make ol government blundersto lack ot patrioLism. For Illustration,these excerpts will suffice:
The minority party in Congress la

Between the devil aud the- deep sea
» >

If the Republican congressmen are
thought to be praising the governmentthey are thought to be praising
..he Democrats, and it they criticise it
they are called pro-Oermans.
The tariff Issue is as dead as Slavcry.
The partisan critic is

damned if he does and damned It he
don't.

It was not to be expected that the
local Democratic organ could rise to
the heights of the present cccaslon,when, with a loyalty never before evidencedIn any war in which the United
States had been engaged, the Republi;
cans are vigorously supporting the
got ornment even though the managementof it is tn the hands of the Democrats.If Republican charity and
love ot country unite for the presentto cast the veil over the Dempcratle
Diunaers. xne nattering %*> umptlon 11
need net be enteitafeetf, much l«ti||

Iiiir J~iriIB1' il"T" |ir.Sk)TH6M Ait

j~YOu'RS /M.~ ?UBUC IMPRov
Blfc, fi YOW N6VER. RE'
111, r THEY H
h"! You'u. do THe coi

| I SPeNTsiNC ei^

boast&l about, that these blunders are
not being catalogued against the time
when they wil. be dealt with as they
deserve.
U is true that there has been far

less criticism of tho government by
the republicans than ha-, been the
case in Great Britain, in France, and
even in Gcrmnny. This is owing to
the admirable self-control of tho Republicanparty and its realization of
the necessity of first winning this war
which the Democratic leader promised
to spare us from.and' therefore payingno heed to the urgent requests to
amice preparation.
Hie Republicans well may direct attention-tothat time in Congress when

the Democratic speaker of tho House
arraigned himself blatantly against
:ho 1'resident's program for the raisingof a military force to prosecute
the war, when the Democratic House
leader. Kitcnin. rciused to lead fSr the
President and a Republican congressnan,Representative Kahn, had to
take the places of Delnocrats who had
tailed both their country and the
President in the hour of his greatest
need. Other Instancos might be cited,
but they would be merely cumulative.
With a submergence of partisanship

unparalleled In the history ot Americanpolitics, the Republicans have ralliedto the support of the country and
l.ave given the Democrats an examplewhich they might follow with wisdom
and profit alike. It is to be noted,
however, that that submergence of
lartisau politics is both beyond tho
:omprebension and imitation of The
lazette, or its politician owner whose
inly weapon of defense in case errors'
it the administration should be pointidout, is the silly and inano cry of
'pro-German."
Likewise the flattering unction

vhlch Tho Gazette lays to its soul that
:ho "tariff is as dead as slavery," is
iue for a rule awakening. Never beforehas the tariff assumed the importanceit will assume after the war,lo^Jinyin tne united States but all
iver Europe. Does any one supposehat'the nations of the world are gongto spend billions and billions ot
reasure and millions of lives defeatngGerman militarists In the field tourrender the fruits of the-battle to
German industrialism, where the Gornanworkmen will be mobilized andIriven in true brutal'Prussian fashion,
it starvation wages and long hours, to

Grand-ma.Mother
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would enjoy a pair of our comfortablehome slippers. We are
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$1.25 to $1.75
In fact, every member of the

family like slippers on Xmas
day and every day.
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For Boys and Girls 85c'
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Buy useful presents this
year. Footwear ts the best
Shurtleit and Welton's of
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fu^e to enjfly th«m 1
laue become A p^ct f '

mmuwity more ciood by
:tion day in bed, and
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compete with and rob our American
patriots of their home markets? Perishthe thought, the day and the party!

Finally, applying a tew ot The Gazette'swords to itself, we must confessthat we do not know whether Us
"partisan critic" would have been
damned if he tMd not display his petty
partisan spleen, but it is evidently
<;ulto certain that among the patriots
who are holding Jhelr political sentimentsback to solidify behind the
lighting forces in France, he Is very
apt to be damned by all fair-minded,
patriotic citizens in his gratutious exploitationof a little cheap, partisan
politics.
Peanut politics instead of patriotism?You may not know the dilfercnce,Mr. Chilton, but the public does!
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« We are ready now for
<yj. ing the club is Dec. 17th.
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Here's the PI
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^ Our Christmas Saving
cooperative plan. "In ui
work." So with this clul
ing all the advantages o.

a*
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The lc Class will amoi
» The 2c class will amoi
m The 5c class will amoi

The 10c class will amc
We have the above

w $1.00 and $2.00 straig
Y<e»

. You may join as a
w

«/r '
If for any reason youBACK EVERY CENT IJ THIS CLUB YOURSEL

_ TO THE BANKAND LIw KNOW. This is the BI

; ine feo]

' THE NEWEST CODE.
**

Don't eat meet on Tuesday. njDon't ant wheat on Wednesday, dr
Don't ant pork on Saturday It
Don't eat too much sugar any day. do

m
Food has struck vary deep in the ac

in the mindi or housekeeplns of the ha
hou»ewires of Fairmont, Manniogton, nl
Fairriew and Fannlngton and la rap- so
Idly spreading to the country dlt- in
trlcts. The idea is to reduce the 01
consumption of certain foods eo that cu
they can be shipped to the allies of <u
the United States to keep men, wo- nc
men and chldren from starvnp. «*

Manninpton has a board of stewards £
at the First-M. E. church which Rev. n<
Hyre D. Clark, the pastor claims la d(
"perfect," He praised these faithful U1
workers In bis sermon Sunday morn- R
ing and declared that he had never w

encountered or heard ot Its eoual In T(
either Illinois or West Virginia. "
where he has had charges The **
board so honored consists of C C. Coif- °1
man. secretary, W. R. Aodnrs, L, A.
Arnett, J. G. Atkinson. C. J. Beall, J"P. W. Flowers, A. R. Conoway, T. E. '®

Eastman, Mrs. Walter Forbes, 3. H. 111

Haught Urs. AUle Hlidreth, Harry .Lightfrltz. Mrs. Olive Lancaster. J,. T. I"
Roberts, C.- O. Rymer, Jesse Shlmp
Miss Beryl Stewart, S. E. Taggart, D. "I
A. Ward, and George Weible. 0(
"The same men lift collections In ^the churches for year after year." declaredRev Hyre D. Clark, who was 0,urging that every member of a church wshould be assigned to work. "When 7£

one of these men die It Is almoet im- thpossible to get someone to take bi3 _
place." .

(lev. Hyre G. Clark was the first
graduate of the Fairmont State Normalschool and taught In that institutionfor a time. He.ts-recalled as a
hard student He has continued to
develop until .he is recognized today
as one of the most brainy men In the
conference.

II LETTERS TOI
THE EDITOR |

ARE FAIRMONT WOMEN
SLACKERS?

Fairmont,, Dec. 16..[Editor. The
West Virginian].Pour thousand men
called Into the regular army from
Camp Lee with every evidence that
Prench olf trill soon be beneath their
feet, our dally papers beginning to
emblagln tbe names of our dead and
wounded on the Western front, and
only a pitful handful of Fairmont womenresponding to the Red Cross
call for surgical dressing workers.
Are the women of this town willing
that our boys should face German
bullets with nb prospect of proper
care of their mlnuahle wounds. Do

$$$$$$$$,$?
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lion there is strength." "Many
). You gej^the benefit of a grej
f the most,approved banking s;
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mt to
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HUlt to
classes in reducing amounts; a;
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>u May Join Noi
lany classes ^as yon wish.

should not keep up your paymc'AID IN. You may pay in adva
F. Get your family and friend
STUSEXPLAIN ANYTHIN(
3ST way. Get the saying habil

pies Nation
W FAIRMONT;
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1
It ti absolutely and uneqwocally > I
to the American women to make / 1

esstnga for the American army and < Jts work that positlrely mast be Va
ne by banda alone. No factory can { J
ike gaute work, no machine can ' fl
compllsh this labor. It mart be the pinda of Fairmont women, and Man.
ngton women, and Morgnntow* and ! j
on all over the conntry or oar men f
gs to tbelr credit! To the shame of >.
ir city ita women are offering Ok* V
tea.in the summer it was oanntng, !

"

the fall It was honse cleaning, and A
iw It U Christmas affairs. "Bnsln- c/,1
s as Usual." England and Canada J
led it oat and prored Ita tafltng. 1
ccuses will not go! Promises wtu I
it do! What onr army needs end ft 1
imands Is action and results! Wake t 1
i. Fairmont women and rally to the !
3d Cross.
Ill pay for the neglect with their y
try lives. It has been printed In Y
le newspapers that.out ot eleven I
omen of this city who promised to . 1
present In the room tor cause work

bursday, only one responded for -)omlsed labor. One called on the >.
lephone and said she would1 come i
tour o'clock for an hour's work. I!

In the name of mercy and humanity >
ay we ask "Why?" Why must onr l(
cal women he coaxed and begged j
id Invited and lashed Into this vital V
rvlce? During a Miss Lovejoy's /
Instruction, her class ot about K

ironty made over five thousand (casings. She has been gone over
to weeks. During that time one body i
workers which assembled In the \

ork room of evenings, have made
>0 dressings, and all the rest ot
e women ot our city have 110 dressFrench

plate heyel V
hand mirrors. Always
acceptable and always
appreciated by the womanof refinement and
taste. No perfect toilet
can be made without one
so give a miror and you
are sure to~ be on the. (1safe side. 50c and up. ^
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Drug Store I
1: *

1
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jnfrnrvn nrv\ taovi ;:*
iviujuiu 11/ liuqfii 4a ;v|
ilass you want to join *

asses as you wish) and « r

ted deposit bank card r I>roper amount for the w «
Christmas for the- ^
R SAVINGS. It's a i
hands make light "**

it organization enpoy- «» U
astern.

e rivmAr

ISO the 10c, 25c, 50c, ; I111

-! >-.>r iMx^

ace if you wiah^JOffis
>.it's a good one.- ^ flfiS
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